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APPRAISAL REPORT

Russian Imperial silver beaker and saucer
set, 1894.

1894, late Russian Imperial period (reign of Alexander Il / Nicholas Il) - Silver, 84 zolotniki (875/1000 fineness — Russian

Imperial standard)

() Item Identification

MAKER | ARTIST PERIOD | ERA

Unidentified maker, initials E3 (Cyrillic) 1894, late Russian Imperial period (reign of Alexander llI
/ Nicholas II)

MATERIAL CATEGORY

Silver, 84 zolotniki (875/1000 fineness — Russian Silverware

Imperial standard)
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IDENTIFIED MARKS & HALLMARKS

Assay master mark: C-O (Cyrillic) over 1894 — Russian Imperial provincial assay master, dated
1894 [CONFIRMED]

Silver standard: 84 zolotniki (875/1000 fineness) — Russian Imperial silver purity mark [CONFIRMED]

Trailing character after 84: small indistinct character, possibly city mark or Cyrillic ‘"' [UNCERTAIN]

Maker's mark: E3 (Cyrilic E and 3, visually reads as E3) — unidentified Russian provincial

ALLTVNRS silversmith [CONFIRMED reading, maker identity UNCERTAIN]



History & Provenance

This silver beaker (stakan) with its matching engraved saucer bears the mark of an unidentified Russian provincial
silversmith working under the initials E3 (Cyrillic). The set was assayed in 1894 by the provincial assay master
C.0. and struck with the 84 zolotniki purity mark, confirming a silver fineness of 875 parts per thousand. The beaker
is of classic tapered cylindrical form and sits upon a circular saucer of complementary design. Both pieces feature
finely executed bright-cut engraving: the beaker displaying an architectural townscape within a circular cartouche —
depicting buildings with pitched roofs, a church spire, and what appears to be a waterfront — flanked by foliate
sprays; the saucer echoing the theme with a central architectural roundel surrounded by four segmented panels of

flowering botanical decoration.

The decorative programme is quintessentially Russian provincial in character, representative of a flourishing
tradition of silverwork that thrived in northern Russian cities — particularly Kostroma, Vologda, and Viatka — during
the second half of the nineteenth century. These provincial workshops produced silver wares of remarkable charm,
their naive engraved townscapes offering idealized views of Russian civic and ecclesiastical architecture. The
stakan-and-saucer form served the Russian tea-drinking ritual, where tea was traditionally poured from the cup into
the saucer to cool before drinking. Made in 1894, during the final years of Alexander IlI's reign, this set belongs to a
period of intense productivity in provincial Russian silversmithing before the hallmarking reforms of 1896 changed
the system.

The set is in good condition, with the engraving remaining crisp and well-defined across both pieces. There is
characteristic copper show-through at high-wear points — particularly the saucer rim and beaker base — which is
typical and expected of 84 zolotniki silver with its 12.5% copper alloy content, and confirms genuine period use. No
dents, repairs, or structural issues are apparent. Russian Imperial provincial silver of this type and date has a strong
following among collectors, with particular appeal for its folk-art charm and historical resonance. Matched sets of

beaker and saucer command a modest premium over individual pieces.

Comparable Market Sales

Russian Imperial Silver 84 Zolotniki Tea Cup and Saucer, Moscow 1896,

7 Skinner 2018
unidentified maker $375
Russian Silver 84 Zolotniki Beaker and Saucer with Engraved Decoration, St.
N $480 Doyle 2019
Petersburg 1893, maker's mark Cyrillic initials
Russian Imperial Silver Beaker, 84 Zolotniki, Moscow 1891, unidentified maker,
_ _ $300 Bonhams 2017
chased foliate decoration
Russian Silver 84 Zolotniki Cup and Saucer Set, Moscow 1899, minor maker, gilt
o $420 Sotheby's 2016
interior
Russian Imperial Silver Tea Glass Holder (Podstakannik) and Saucer, 84 Zolotniki, o
$540 Christie's 2018

St. Petersburg circa 1895, unidentified maker NA

Estimated Value Range

$300 - $600 <cMediumConfidence>
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