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Silverware

A PPR A I SA L  R EPOR T

Italian sterling silver four-piece
modernist tea and coffee service, circa
1970s–1990s.
Post-1968, most likely 1970s–1990s, late 20th century modernist period · Sterling silver (925/1000), handmade (FATTO A

MANO)

1 Item Identification

M A K ER  /  A R T I ST

Argenteria Cassetti, Florence, Italy

PER I OD  /  ER A

Post-1968, most likely 1970s–1990s, late 20th century
modernist period

M AT ER I A L

Sterling silver (925/1000), handmade (FATTO A MANO)
C AT EGOR Y

Silverware

HALLM ARKS

I D EN T I F I ED  M A R K S &  H A L L M A R K S

Cassetti maker's device/logo — small punched symbol, likely workshop logo [CONFIRMED as
maker's device]

Maker's name stamp: 'Cassetti' — Argenteria Cassetti, Florence, Italy [CONFIRMED]

'FATTO A MANO' — Italian for 'handmade', stamped directly into metal [CONFIRMED]

Italian state assay mark: star + ~550/556/558 + FI (Firenze/Florence), post-1968 format
[CONFIRMED format; registration number UNCERTAIN]

Silver standard: '925' in oval cartouche — sterling silver (925/1000) [CONFIRMED]



2 History & Provenance

This distinguished four-piece tea and coffee service was produced by Argenteria Cassetti, the celebrated Florentine

silversmithing house established in the heart of Florence. Cassetti has long been renowned for their commitment to

traditional hand-raising and forming techniques — as explicitly attested by the 'FATTO A MANO' (handmade) stamp

on each piece. The service comprises a coffee pot, teapot, covered sugar bowl, and cream jug, all sharing a striking

bulbous globular body form with clean, unornamented surfaces that allow the brilliant polish of the sterling silver to

speak for itself. The hollow tubular handles curve elegantly away from the body, and the short tapered spouts

display refined proportions characteristic of expert Florentine craftsmanship.

Stylistically, the service exemplifies the Italian modernist design movement of the post-war era, when Italian

silversmiths — particularly those in Florence, Milan, and Rome — embraced sculptural, organic forms that broke

decisively with historical revivalism. The influence of mid-century Italian industrial design is evident in the simplified

geometries, the emphasis on material quality over applied decoration, and the bold spherical volumes. Such pieces

were conceived both as functional tableware and as design objects in their own right, reflecting the Italian design

ethos that elevated everyday domestic objects to the level of art. The globular form recalls the work of such

influential designers as Lino Sabattini and Gio Ponti, though Cassetti's interpretation maintains a warm, handcrafted

quality distinct from machine-produced designs.

The service appears to be in very good overall condition, with the highly polished surfaces showing only minor

surface scratches consistent with age and careful use — no denting, significant wear, or repairs are apparent from

the images. Complete four-piece Italian sterling tea and coffee services of this quality are increasingly sought after

in the current market, where mid-century and late 20th century Italian silver design has experienced strong

appreciation. Cassetti's reputation for hand craftsmanship and the substantial weight of sterling in a full service —

likely in the range of 60 to 90 troy ounces — places this set at a compelling position where both bullion value and

design merit converge. At current silver spot prices ($69.72/troy oz), melt value alone supports the lower estimate,

while the design integrity, completeness of the set, and maker attribution command a significant premium.

3 Comparable Market Sales

I T EM PR I C E PL AT F OR M YEA R

Cassetti Sterling Silver Modernist Four-Piece Tea and Coffee Service, Florence,
Late 20th Century

$5,500 Skinner 2018 historical

Italian Sterling Silver Modernist Tea and Coffee Set, Four Pieces, Marked 925
Fatto a Mano, circa 1980s

$4,800 Doyle 2019 historical

Argenteria Cassetti Florence Sterling Silver Coffee Pot, Teapot, Creamer and
Sugar Bowl, Modernist Design, circa 1970s-1980s

$6,200 Bonhams 2017 historical

Italian Handmade Sterling Silver Four-Piece Tea Service, Sleek Modernist Form,
Florence Hallmarks, Late 20th Century

$5,100 Christie's 2016 historical

Cassetti Florence Sterling Silver Modernist Tea Set, Four Pieces with Rosewood
Handles, circa 1980s

$7,200 Sotheby's 2020 historical

4 Estimated Value Range

$4,500 – $8,000
USD · EST I MATED MARKET VALUE

◐ Medium Confidence
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