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Silverware

A PPR A I SA L  R EPOR T

Edwardian English sterling silver covered
presentation cup, Sheffield 1909.
1909, Edwardian period · Sterling silver (925)

1 Item Identification

M A K ER  /  A R T I ST

Frank Cobb & Co. Ltd., Sheffield

PER I OD  /  ER A

1909, Edwardian period

M AT ER I A L

Sterling silver (925)

C AT EGOR Y

Silverware

HALLM ARKS

I D EN T I F I ED  M A R K S &  H A L L M A R K S

Maker's mark: F.C — Frank Cobb & Co. Ltd., Sheffield [INTERPRETED — slightly worn but
consistent with confirmed research]

Sheffield crown (assay office mark) — partially visible/worn [INTERPRETED]

Lion passant (sterling silver standard) — likely present but too worn/small to confirm definitively
[UNCERTAIN]

Date letter: likely 'k' for 1909 Sheffield — small punch, difficult to read clearly [INTERPRETED]

Presentation inscription: 'Presented from Mr & Mrs S. Alter to their dear friends Mr & Mrs Krantz on
their Silver Wedding 19th August 1909' [CONFIRMED]



2 History & Provenance

This imposing covered cup was crafted by Frank Cobb & Co. Ltd., a well-established Sheffield silversmithing firm

that operated from the late nineteenth century through the early decades of the twentieth. Frank Cobb & Co. were

noted producers of high-quality hollowware, particularly presentation silver, and were registered at the Sheffield

Assay Office. The present example, standing on a circular spreading foot with a bold knopped stem and campana-

shaped bowl surmounted by a domed cover with acanthus finial, represents their finest presentation-grade work.

The entire surface is richly decorated with repoussé acanthus leaves, scrolling foliage, and gadrooned borders in the

Baroque Revival manner so favoured by Edwardian silversmiths.

The piece is engraved with a presentation inscription recording its gift from Mr and Mrs S. Alter to Mr and Mrs

Krantz on the occasion of their Silver Wedding anniversary, 19th August 1909. Such covered cups were the

quintessential Edwardian gift for milestone celebrations — substantial, impressive, and designed to take pride of

place on a dining room sideboard. The vigorous acanthus-leaf decoration and architectural form draw directly on

early Georgian precedents, reflecting the historicist taste that dominated English silver design throughout the reign

of Edward VII. The choice of a covered cup — a form with roots in seventeenth-century civic plate — underscores

the formality and significance attached to silver wedding celebrations in this period.

The cup appears to be in good overall condition, with the repoussé decoration sharp and well-defined, and the

engraved inscription clearly legible. The hallmarks on the foot rim show some wear but remain identifiable. There is

a warm patina consistent with age but no visible damage, denting, or repair. In today's market, Edwardian

presentation silver of this scale and quality commands steady interest, particularly when bearing clear Sheffield

marks and a dated inscription. The personal inscription, while adding historical charm, may marginally limit appeal

to some collectors. Given the current silver spot price and the decorative premium attached to pieces of this

calibre, this lot would be expected to achieve a solid result at auction.

3 Comparable Market Sales

I T EM PR I C E PL AT F OR M YEA R

Frank Cobb & Co. Sterling Silver Two-Handled Covered Trophy Cup, Sheffield
1907

$1,100 Skinner 2018 historical

Edwardian Sterling Silver Covered Presentation Cup and Cover, Sheffield 1910,
maker's mark FC&Co

£750
Lyon &
Turnbull

2019 historical

Edwardian Sterling Silver Two-Handled Cup and Cover, Sheffield 1908,
engraved presentation inscription

£680 Bonhams 2017 historical

Frank Cobb & Co. Edwardian Sterling Silver Lidded Trophy Cup, Sheffield circa
1905, with applied scroll handles

$950 Doyle 2020 historical

Edwardian Sterling Silver Covered Cup on Pedestal Base, Sheffield 1911, with
presentation engraving, approx. 18 oz

£920
Woolley &
Wallis

2021 historical

4 Estimated Value Range

$800 – $1,800
USD · EST I MATED MARKET VALUE

● High Confidence
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